Life-threatening acute systemic lupus erythematosus: survival after multiple extracorporeal modalities: a place for the multipotential extracorporeal service.
Diffuse alveolar hemorrhage secondary to systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) may cause life-threatening respiratory failure and may be associated with multiple organ failure. Extensive support may be necessary to sustain life while systemic therapy becomes effective. We report here a patient with profound respiratory failure secondary to SLE associated with multiorgan failure, who was supported with veno-arterial extracorporeal lung assist (ECLA), veno-venous ECLA, and multiple continuous renal replacement therapies during plasmapheresis. The full spectrum of extracorporeal life support and treatment modalities was performed seamlessly by a single service within the critical care department.